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SUBJECT: JORDANIAN PRESS CONTINUES FOCUS ON WEST BANK 

1. LOCAL PRESS, APPARENTLY WITH GOJ NON-OPPOSITION, HAS AT 

REGULAR INTERVALS FEATURED ARTICLES STRESSING OPPOSITION OF WEST BANK 
INHABITANTS TO PROPOSED ISRAELI-SPONSORED ELECTIONS AND OTHER ALLEGED 
INFRACTIONS BY "OCCUPYING POWER." LATEST INSTALLMENT OCTOBER 24 
CONCENTRATES ON VISIT TO AMMAN OF THREE WEST BANK NOTABLES "FOR 
TALKS WITH JORDANIAN AUTHORITIES ON WEST BANK DEVELOPMENTS. "-HIKMAT 
AL-MASRI (FORMER MINISTER AND SPEAKER OF HOUSE), HAJ MA'ZUZ AL-MASRI 
(PRESENT MAYOR OF NABLUS), AND 'ABD AR-RZOUF AL-FARIS (FORMER 
REPRESENTATIVE). THEY IN FACT CAME TO AMMAN PRIMARILY TO ATTEND THE 
WEEKEND WEEDING OF A PROMINENT PALESTINIAN FAMILY RESIDENT IN AMMAN. 

2. HAJ MA'ZUZ WAS THE PRIMARY SPOKESMAN FOR GROUP, DELIVERING 
SPECIAL PRESS STATEMENT THAT CONDEMNED "ISRAEL PLOT TO SET UP CIVIL 
ADMINISTRATION ON WEST BANK, A PLOT WHICH ALL PALESTINIANS WILL 
FIRMLY OPPOSE." ACCORDING TO PRESS, HE ALSO CONFERRED WITH PRIME 
MINISTER RIFAI ABOUT NABLUS’ NEED FOR A 30,000 DINAR ($153,000) 
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DESCRIBED ECONOMIC SITUATION ON WEST BANK AS "VERY GRAVE, PAR- 
TICULARLY FOLLOWING LATEST DEVALUATION AND DOUBLING OF TAXES. THE 
CLAIM THAT THE WEST BANKERS ARE LIVING IN AFFLUENCE DUE TO THE 
ISRAELI ECONOMY IS A GROSS ERROR; MANY WEST BANKERS DEPEND ON 
REMITTANCES FROM RELATIVES WORKING IN THE GULF." HAJ MA'ZUZ STATED 
THAT HE WILL REFUSE TO PARTICIPATE IN ISRAELI CIVIL ADMINISTRATION 
PLAN. 

3. IN RELATED ITEM, PRESS REPORTED 24 OCTOBER THAT ISRAELIS HAVE 
ADOPTED EXTRAORDINARY SECURITY PRECAUTIONS "IN PREPARATION FOR 
EXPECTED DEMONSTRATIONS OPPOSING CIVIL ADMINISTRATION SCHEME. ISRAELI 

ARMY UNITS YESTERDAY (OCT 23) BEGAN TO SURROUND MOSQUES IN THE MAIN 
CITIES." 

4. COMMENT: PERIODIC ATTENTION TO WEST BANK PROBLEMS BY IORDANIAN 
MEDIA HAS BEEN SUPPLEMENTED BY OCCASSIONAL EXPRESSIONS OF CONCERN 
FOR WEST BANKERS’ PLIGHT BY GOJ OFFICIALS, SUCH AS PRIME MINISTER 
RIFATS DECISION TO MEET WITH VISITING WEST BANK NOTABLES ON 
PROBLEMS AND PUBLICIZE MEETING, AND RECENT PRESS STATEMENT BY 
LEADER OF GOJ IN UN DELEGATION HIGHLIGHTING HIS DEFENSE OF WEST 
BANKERS' INTERESTS AT RECENT UN OPENING SESSION. THUS, GOJ 
PROJECTING IMAGE OF CONTINUING CONCERN AND WILLINGNESS TO HELP 

IN WHAT SOME ARABS MIGHT CONSIDER PALESTINIAN PROBLEM, BUT AS 
REACTION TO WEST BANKERS' INITIATIVES IN SEEKING JORDANIAN ASSIST- 
ANCE. WHAT IS INTERESTING, HOWEVER, IS THAT THERE HAS BEEN NO 
OFFICIAL JORDANIAN STATEMENT ON THE ELECTIONS LIKE THE ONE IN THE 
RECENT PAST ON THE IBRAHIMI MOSQUE QUESTION IN HEBRON-A 
POLITCIALLY, AT LEAST, SOMEWHAT LESS INTERESTING ISSUE FOR JORDAN. 


5. IT MAY BE TOO EARLY TO INDICATE WHETHER THERE IS SOME RELUCTANT 
ACQUIESENCE ON PART OF JORDANIANS OR NOT. ONE POSSIBILITY IS THAT 
GOJ, IF ELECTIONS ARE INEVITABLE, WOULD LIKE TO INSURE ITS OWN 
CANDIDATES STAY IN THE GAME. GOJ PRIVATE, BUT BERY OFFICAL 
ATTITUDE ON MOST ACTIVITY ON WEST BANK OF A POLITICAL CHARACTER 
INCLUDING RELATIONS WITH ISRAELIS, HAS BEEN THE LINE "WE CANNOT 
PRESCRIBE HOW PEOPLE LIVING UNDER MILITARY OCCUPATION SHOULD ACT. WE 
THEREFORE CANNOT PUT OURSELVES IN POSITION OF BING JUDGES IN THE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 AMMAN 07279 261536Z 

FUTURE ABOUT THE ACTS OF PERSONS UNDER THE OCCUPATION." THIS 
IS A WELL UNDERSTOOD SIGNAL OF APPROVAL AND CONTRASTS WITH 

TRIALS AND HEAVY SENTENCES FOR HOSE SELLING ARAB LANDS TO ISRAELIS. 

WE THINK THERE IS SOME POSSIBILITY SOFT JORDANIAN SIGNAL HAS BEEN 
GIVEN ON THESE ELECTIONS AND THAT GAZA MAYOR SHAMUA HAS BEEN AMONG 
THOSE WHO HAVE HEARD IT. END COMMENT. 
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